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AMKM>MKNTS TO THft CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in flu: 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising a porl for 
receiving and guiding a filament into an entry region of the implantable device, the porl 
including: 

a plate for receiving a filament, the plate having opposing first and second ends; 

and 

at least two walls extending upwardly from the plate $o that comers are formed 
bcj^Ceit t he plat e an d the walls , the walls each having opposing first and second edges, 
with the second edges defining an entry region for a filament at the second end of the 
plate, the first edges extending towards the first end of the plate, and ;i distance between 
the walls decreasing monolonicalty between the first and the second edges of the walls, 

2. (Original) A device according to claim I . wherein a greatest distance between 
(he walls is at least five times greater than a greatest height of the walls. 

3. (Original) A device according to claim 2, wherein a greatest distance between 
the first and the second ends of the plate is at least five times greater than the greatest height of 
the walls. 

4. (Currently amended) A^«yic««^eeofdjfH^o-eki'i-n)-4- An implantable access 
device comprisinu a_,nort for receiving and ftuid mu a filament into an cnlrv redo n of the 
implantable device, the port including: 

a n late fo r receiving a filame nt, the p latc havLng opposing first and sccond.ends; 

2 



PAIS 6116 ' RCVO AT ((4/2004 5:41:56 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVftUSPTO-EFXRM/0 ' DNIS:8729306 1 CSD:I (1 1 $3$ 3800 1 DURATION (mm*s):04*11 



06/04/2004 17:43 FAX 1 617 535 3800 



MC0ERU0TT , WILLS EMERY 



©007/016 



Serial No (W/834.350 BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

at least two w ails ex lending upwar dly from the plate, the walls each h a v i n » 
opposing first and sec ond edges, with the second ed ges defining an entr y reuion for a nfn meMt_at 
t he second end of th e . plate , the fust edftcs ex tending towards th e first end of t he p l ate, a nd a 
distance between the w alls decrea sing monotcm icallv bet ween the first a nd the; second edti es of 
the walls, wherein the second end of the plate is pointed and the entry rcyion between the walls 
corresponds with a lip of the second end furthest from the first end of the plate. 

5. (Original) A device according to claim 4, wherein the port includes a central 
lonyiiudinal axis extending through the first and the second ends of the plate and the point of the 
second end of the plate is aligned with the axis. 

6. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the walls of the port extend 
perpendicular from the plate. 

7. (Original) A device according to claim I , wherein the plate of the port is 
substantially flat. 

•S. (Currently amended) A-^-ice £iccw4fi^t>^tffh>v+ AlLUUP,jjJ&^^^ 
device compri sing a port for receiving and guidin e a filament int o a n entry reg ion of the 
i nip 1 a ntahle device, the port in cludi n g: 

a plate for rccci vine a filament* tlic plate having opposing first and seco nd ends; 

and 

a t least i wo wa lls extending upwardly fr om t he plate, the wa lls each havinu 
opposing firs t and second edges, w ith \ he second edu cs defining an entry region for a filament a i 
the second end of th e plate, th e first edges e xtend in g toward s the fi rst end of the plate, and a 
distance betwe en the walls decre asing monotonicnll y between the first and the s econd e_dii.es of 
the w all s, wherein the at least two walls comprise end walls, the plate includes sides extending 
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between the ends of the plate, and the port further includes opposing side walls cxieiuliiu; from 
the sides of the plate and between the first end of the plate and the end walls. 

y. (Previously canceled) 

10. (Original) A device according to claim 8, wherein a distance between the 
opposing side walls decreases monotonically belwcen the first end of the plate and the end walls. 

1 1. (Previously canceled) 

1 2. (Previously canceled) 

1 3. (Previously canceled) 

1 4. (Original) A device according to claim \ , wherein the port further includes at 
least one winy extending outwardly from the port and adapted (o receive a fastener for lasteiiiji" 
the port to tissue of a patient. 

1 5. (Original) A device according to claim 1 ♦ further comprising a valve assembly 
disposed adjacent the entry region of the port, the valve assembly being normally closed and 
adapted to be opened by a filament guided through the entry region by the walls of the port. 

1 6. (Original) A device according to claim 1 , wherein the port is made from a 
material comprising nt least one of titanium, stainless steel and ceramic. 

1 7. (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising a port for 
receiving ami guiding a filament into an entry region of the implantable device, the port 
including: 

an uncovered strike plate for receiving a filament, the plate having opposing first 
and second ends; ami 

at least two walls extending upwardly from the plate so t h at corners are formed 
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betwee n the plate and the wads, the walls shaped and positioned to guide the filament 
moving between the first end and the second end of the plate rewords an entry region 
delmed between the walls and located substantially at the second end of the plarc. 

1 S. (Original) A device according lo claim 1 7. wherein a greatest distance 
between the walls is at least live times greater than a greatest height of the walls. 

19. (Original) A device according to chum 1 7, wherein a greatest distance 
between (he first and the second ends of the plate is at least five times greater than a greatest 
height of the walls. 

20. (Previously canceled) 

21 . (Original) A. device according to claim 17, wherein the plaie of the port is 
substantially lint. 

22. (Original) A device according to claim 1 7. wherein: 
the at least two walls comprise end walls; 

the plate includes sides extending between the ends of the plate; and 
the port further includes opposing side walls extending from the sides of the plate 
and between the first end of Ihc plate and the end walls, and wherein the side wails are 
shaped and positioned to guide the filament moving between the lirst end and the second 
end of the plate towards the end walls. 

23. (Previously canceled) 

24. (Previously canceled) 

25. (Previously canceled) 

26. (Original) A device according to claim 1 7, wherein the port further includes 
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at least one wing extending outwardly from the port and adapted to receive a fastener for 
fastening the port to (issue of a patient. 

27, (Original) A device according, to claim 1 7. further comprising a valve 
assembly disposed adjacent the entry region of the port., the vnlvc assembly being normally 
closed and adapted to be opened by a filament guided through the entry region by the walls of the 
pon. 

28. (Original) A device according to claim 1 7. wherein the port is made from a 
material comprising at least one of titanium, stainless steel and a ceramic 

20. (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising: 

a port for receiving a filament and guiding the filament through an entry region of 

the port, wherein the port includes an ttncovered a j»d?J.(%ntially-naL strike plate and at-least 

on* each of a greatest width and a greatest length of the uncovered strike plate of the port 

is at least five times greater than a height of the port; and 

a valve assembly disposed adjacent the entry region of the port, the valve 

assembly being normally closed and adapted to be opened by a lllameni guided along the 

uncovered strike plate and through the entry region of the port. 

Ml (Currently amended) An implantable access device according to claim 29, 
whereirHhe-great^HMKte^ 

thftHHhe4teiidih H*-f further c omprising wall s extendin g .in wardl y from the strike pla te s uch that 
corners are f ormed heiween the w alls a nd the strike plate the port. 

3 1 . (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim wherein the side walls of 
rhc port extend perpendicular from the plate. 
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32. (Previously reinstated) A device according lo claim S, wherein the port includes a 
central axis extending through the first and the second ends of The plate and Ihc side walls 
include first portions extending from the first end of the plate to second portion* extending from 
the first portions lo the end walls, and wherein the first portions extend outwardly at an angle 
with respect to the axis and The second portions extend inwardly at an angle with respect to ihc 
axis. 

33. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim I , wherein the port further 
includes a cover extending over the walls. 

34. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 33, wherein the cover includes 
a slot aligned with the entry region between die walls. - ! 

35. (Previously reinstated) A device according lo claim 17, wherein the walls of the 
port extend perpendicular from the plate, 

36. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 22, wherein the side walls of 
the port extend perpendicular from the plate. 

37. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 17* wherein the port further 
includes a cover extending over the walls. 

38. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 37, wherein the cover includes 
a slot aligned with the cnLry region between the walls. 



7 



PAGE 11/16 f RCVD AT «4/2064 5:41:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Tfme]* SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/0* DH}S:8729306 * CSID:1 617 535 3S0O* DURATION 0nm-$s):04-18 



